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The Mansfield Independent School District’s District-wide Educational Improvement Council 
(DEIC) held its Zoom Meeting on Monday, April 19, 2021, beginning at 4:30 pm with Mr. 
Fernando Benavides as the meeting facilitator.  DEIC Members registered as present via Zoom 
were: Brandon Austin, Erica Bennett, Dr. Marcus Brannon, Lauren Brown, Amy Carlisle, 
Adelina Castillo, Jeanne Clayton, Sara Corley, Lindsay Daniel, Christy Eppenauer, Jeremy 
Ferman, Michele Hamilton, Kimberly Helixon, Patrick Holladay, Jaemee Homb, Daisha 
Jenerson, Shannon Jones, Carolyn Marks, Daniel Mele, Maryann Morales, Kristi Paul, Sheira 
Petty, Roderick Pouncy, Kandice San Miguel, Jeremy Schrodt, Melissa Silerio, Amanda Smith, 
Josephine Stoker, Jennifer Webb, Melissa Williams, and Tara Wright.  DEIC Members not 
registered: Christi Allen, Telia Crochett, Christina Erve, Alma Farias, Derek Gammon, Ana 
Gann, Brad Golden, Hattie Hilburn, Bradley Hinton, Angelica Johnson, Tori Ketcher, Jamie 
Kuykendall, Loraine Morazzano, Jennifer Nguyen, Michael Pope, Whitney Riordan, Ashley 
Rodriguez, Todd Simmons, Lindsey Snyder, Olivia Staats, Angie Thor, Nicole Townsend 
Wooldridge, and Gretchen Voronin.   
 
Others in attendance: Dr. Victoria Miles, Director of Federal Funds, Mrs. Jennifer Young, Chief 
Innovation Officer in Curriculum and Instruction, Ms. Danyell Wells, Director of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion, Communications and Marketing Department, Mr. Fernando Benavides, 
DEIC Chairperson and Executive Director of Middle Schools in Curriculum, Instruction and 
Accountability, and Mrs. April Abbott, DEIC Scribe for Mr. Fernando Benavides. 
 
Mr. Fernando Benavides called the DEIC Zoom Meeting to order at 4:30 PM.  
 
Approval of DEIC Minutes – 3-25-2021 – Mr. Fernando Benavides asked all DEIC members to 
review the 3-25-2021 DEIC Minutes and let him know if any items needed to be revised.  A 
motion to accept the 3-25-2021 DEIC Minutes was made by Ms. Shannon Jones of Kenneth 
Davis Elementary and a second was made by Mr. Patrick Holladay of Donna Shepard 
Intermediate.  The 3-25-2021 DEIC Minutes were unanimously approved by a show of responses 
from the DEIC Members. 
  
Intent of Federal Funds for 2021-2022 – Dr. Victoria Miles, Director of Federal Programs, 
presented the Intent for Federal Funds for 2021-2022 and answered questions.  Dr. Miles then 
requested an approval vote from the DEIC members, and Ms. Kristi Paul from Roberta Tipps 
Elementary made a motion to approve, and a second was made by Ms. Carolyn Marks from 
Willie Brown Elementary.    
 
Vision 2030 Preview Presentation – Mrs. Jennifer Young, Chief Innovation Officer of 
Curriculum, Instruction and Accountability, presented and explained the Vision 2030 Preview, 
and answered questions. 
 
MISD Diversity Equity and Inclusion Audit 2021 – Ms. Danyell Wells, Director of Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion, Communications and Marketing Department, presented the MISD 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Audit 2021, answered questions, and she posted in Chat her email 
address and the link to register to be on one of the sub-committees currently being formed for 
DEI.     



 
DEIC Membership for 2021-2022 – Mr. Fernando Benavides explained the DEIC membership 
terms and policy of the elected members.  He stated that the highlighted members have come to 
the end of their terms.  He explained the election process that will take place for the upcoming 
DEIC open positions for the 2021-2023 terms with their campus principals at the beginning of 
August 2021.  
 
DEIC Launch – Mr. Fernando Benavides explained that his DEIC Launch suggestion would be 
to read the book, Leading for Equity, located on the DEI website. 
 
Mr. Fernando Benavides ended the DEIC Meeting expressing the District’s appreciation of their 
service on the District-wide Educational Improvement Council.   
 
Mr. Fernando Benavides adjourned the DEIC Meeting at 5:22 PM, and Ms. Danyell Wells 
answered questions for those who stayed online afterwards.  
 
Respectfully submitted by April Abbott, DEIC Scribe, to Mr. Fernando Benavides, Executive 
Director of Middle Schools. 
 
 

Mr. Fernando Benavides    Date 
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