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III.  Foreign Exchange Students 

a. The foreign exchange student must be between 16 and 18 years of age by September 1 of the school 
year in which he/she plans to attend a MISD high school.  

b. The foreign exchange student must have been enrolled in high school in his or her home country the 
semester preceding the exchange.  

c. No exchange student who has completed the equivalent of the 12th grade in his or her home country, has 
received a diploma or a certificate of graduation, or is considered eligible for college or university 
placement will be eligible to attend a MISD high school. 

d. Foreign exchange students who meet graduation requirements in Texas and wish to complete their 
studies in MISD schools must declare their intent to graduate upon enrollment.  Once their intent to 
graduate has been declared, a full transcript evaluation will be conducted by their high school counselor.  
The student will be classified and given a schedule with the appropriate courses, thus, becoming like any 
other MISD student seeking graduation. 

e. Foreign exchange students who do not wish to pursue graduation shall sign a waiver of graduation upon 
enrollment. 

f. Foreign exchange students who sign the waiver of graduation will not receive a high school diploma 
from the MISD.  They will, however, receive a certificate of attendance.  Foreign exchange students will 
be awarded their certificate of attendance at their campus’ graduation ceremony; however, they will not 
wear caps and gowns. 

g. Foreign exchange students will be classified at a level no higher than the 11th grade.  Foreign exchange 
students may, however, be permitted to participate in senior level (12th grade) events/activities at the 
discretion of the campus principal or designee. 

h. Foreign exchange students will not be placed in the class ranking. 
i. Foreign exchange students, by signing the waiver of graduation, become exempt from state mandated 

testing (TAKS and/or End of Course exams).  In addition, foreign exchange students will not be 
afforded the opportunity to take the ACT Plan, PSAT, or ASVAB on the MISD College/Career Day of 
Testing in October. 

j. Foreign exchange students will take a full course load typical of any other MISD student.  Their 
schedule will include English 3 (American literature), United States history, one science course, one 
math course, and electives as deemed appropriate. 

k. Foreign exchange students shall not participate in work-based programs. 
l. Foreign exchange students wishing to participate in athletics, fine arts, and other activities/competitions 

governed by the University Interscholastic League (UIL) must submit to the UIL rules and regulations 
governing participation. Participation is not conveyed with high school placement.  Coaches and 
sponsors of extracurricular activities will be responsible for checking and obtaining proper credentials 
for participation in each activity. 

m. Foreign exchange students are subject to MISD attendance and discipline regulations and policy and are 
expected to participate fully in their classes.  Students must be in attendance at least 90 percent of days 
each course is offered to receive credit. 

 
For further information, please contact:   
 

Holly McCanlies, Director of Guidance & Counseling 
Mansfield Independent School District 

605 East Broad Street 
Mansfield, Texas  76063 

Email:  HollyMcCanlies@misdmail.org  Phone:  817-299-6363  Fax:  817-453-6583   


