
1)  Is band a full year elective?

Band meets as an elective class for the entire year.  Skills develop slowly at first; therefore, students and parents must be patient and be committed for the entire year get the full benefit of the instrumental program.  One of the most appealing aspects of band is that band is a true vertical program designed each year to ready students for the next level.
2)  My child was told they would be playing a rental/purchased instrument.  How do I go about getting them an instrument?
For students playing a rental/purchased instrument -- flute, clarinet, saxophone, cornet, trombone, and percussion -- you have two options for obtaining an instrument.  

Option 1:  Renting or purchasing an instrument from a music store such as Music & Arts Center, Mr. E’s Music Co. or Rivard Brothers Music Co.  The vast majority of our students choose to rent an instrument because it gives your child all the advantages of starting band with a brand new, high quality instrument with an affordable investment on your part.  Monthly instrument rental fees range from approximately $25.00 – 40.00 depending on which instrument you’re renting, whether it is new or used, and which company you are renting from. You will need to do some research to find the best deal for you. 

Option 2:  Purchasing a new or used instrument on your own via the internet or other source.  The advice in this case is that you do intelligent and thorough research and choose wisely – not all band instruments are made equally.  There are varying degrees of cost vs. reliability, and our best advice is to buy from a reliable source, and to get the instrument checked for condition before purchase by one of the band directors or by a reputable instrument repairperson.  Please stay away from band instruments being sold at discount stores!  These instruments are of poor quality and require repeated repairs.  Your child will only feel frustrated and disappointed by an instrument that is not in good working condition, or an instrument that is of inferior quality.
3)  My child was told that they would be playing a “school-owned” instrument.  What is a “school-owned” instrument and how do I get one?
“School-owned” instruments include oboe, bassoon, french horn, euphonium, and tuba.  The value of these instruments is very high and would make a monthly payment cost prohibitive.  So if your child has been chosen to play one of these instruments, they will be assigned a “school-owned” instrument to use during their entire 6th grade year, and then by their future campus in subsequent years. You will be responsible for paying a yearly “usage” fee of $40.00, plus the cost of a mouthpiece for the brass instruments and reeds for oboe and bassoon.  You will also be responsible for the cost of any necessary repairs incurred during the year.

We will hold an Instrument Drive Night on May 14th from 3:00 – 7:00 p.m. (come & go) in the Lillard Cafeteria.  There will be representatives from local music stores present that evening to initiate rental contracts and to order all necessary supplies your child will need.
Make sure to check the attached list for the instrument and mouthpiece recommended by the band directors before entering into any rental or purchase contract!
4)  Will there be after-school or weekend commitments for beginning band?

There are very few out-of-school commitments in 6th grade band.  Students will participate in the Solo and Ensemble Contest, which is held on a Saturday in early April, and they will perform evening concerts in October, December, and May.  There are occasional non-mandatory evening events throughout the year such as a school Open House and/or PTA performance.
5)  How is band set up differently in 6th grade versus subsequent years?

6th grade band classes are set up in groups of like instruments – all flutes meet together, all cornets, etc.  Grouping like instruments accelerates skill building at the critical beginning stage.  In grades 7-12, students will be in a full band setting with other instruments daily.

6)  Is beginning band offered in 7th or 8th grade?
Currently beginning band is offered in 7th or 8th grade at some of the MISD middle school campuses.  But the instrumentation is limited to those instruments which the band director has determined there is a need for.  For instance, there is little chance of beginning band in middle school on percussion or any of the woodwind instruments.
7)  Is home practice required?

At-home practice is essential for building and developing skills learned in class, and for developing the muscles required to produce a characteristic sound.  Students are required to turn in a weekly parent-signed practice record.  Most students practice about 30 minutes per day.

8)  Will the Leopard Band have actual performance opportunities?

Yes, many!  Band students perform concerts in October, December and May, and also travel to the Sandy Lake Funfest Band Competition in April to compete for an award and trophy.  Students will also have the opportunity to participate in the MISD Intermediate Schools Solo & Ensemble Contest in the spring semester.
9)  Looking ahead, can students participate in both band and sports in middle and high school?

Yes.  In fact, a majority of the band students are involved in both band and sports.  A good number of band students are also involved in student government, clubs and organizations, and the National Honor Society.  Band students are typically high achievers, and many band students eventually earn a scholarship to college as a member of the band.
For more information about any aspect of beginning band, contact one of the band directors.

Woodwind & percussion instruments -- Ms. Schweig; mschweig@mansfieldisd.org
Brass instruments -- Mr. Herzberg; herzma@mansfieldisd.org
