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GRADE 5 SOCIAL STUDIES - UNITED STATES HISTORY 

Unit 6: The Industrial Revolution to the 20th Century 
Social Studies Pacing Guide 

 
Time: 6 Weeks Developed 2007 Revised  

Universal Generalizations 
 

Unit Understandings 
 

Student-Friendly TEKS Topics/Content Unit Questions 

New ideas and innovations can lead 
to great progress and change. 
 
Necessity is the mother of invention. 
 
 

Business innovation, inventions, and 
new technology created an economic 
and transportation revolution in 
America. 
 
concepts: 
industrialization, interchangeable parts, 
manufacturing, free enterprise, 
technology 
inventions/Innovations, 
mass production 
 

I can tell how the American free 
enterprise economy grew during the 
1800s. (5.12B, 5.12C) 
 
I can tell about famous inventors of 
the 1800s and how their inventions 
helped Americans make a better 
living. (5.24A, 5.24B, 5,24C) 
 
I can describe how new ways of 
producing goods faster caused the 
American economy to grow during 
the 1800s. (5.14D) 
 
I can analyze how improved 
transportation and communication 
helped the U.S. economy grow 
during the 1800s. (5.14E) 

The Economic Revolution 

• Inventions/Inventors 

• Innovations 

• Transportation Revolution 

• Interchangeable Parts 

• Free Enterprise 

• Mass Production 
 
vocabulary: 
automobile, transcontinental railroad, 
telegraph, assembly line, airplane, 
Pony Express 

How did the industrial revolution help 
create an economic revolution in the 
1800s? 
 
 
 
 
 

     
Economies are impacted by 
available technology. 

The American nation prospered and 
expanded as its economy changed 
during the 1800s. 
 
concepts: 
economic growth, transportation, 
standard of living, corporation, 
monopoly 
 

I can explain how industry and 
improved farming changed the way 
Americans lived during the 1880s 
and created a higher standard of 
living. (5.4F) 

The Impact of the Industrial 
Revolution 

• Factory System 

• Connecting East and West 

• Economic Growth 

• Monopolies 
 
vocabulary: 
standard of living, transcontinental 
railroad, production, cattle drives 
 

In what positive and negative ways did 
the Industrial Revolution transform 
America? 

     
Progress is often accompanied by 
problems. 
 

The Industrial Era created big changes 
in America, including many social, 
political, and economic problems. 
 
concepts: 
labor, working conditions, child labor, 
immigration, urbanization 

I can explain how the growth of 
industry created problems for 
workers and immigrants in America’s 
cities. (5.4F, 5.4G) 

The Problems of Industry 

• Workers/conditions 

• Unions 

• Immigrants 

• Urbanization 
 
vocabulary: 
immigrants, Ellis Island, prejudice, 
labor union, strike, settlement house 

Did the Industrial Revolution mean 
progress for everyone? 
 
Is it possible to have too much economic 
success and growth too quickly?  
Explain. 
 
How did the Industrial Revolution affect 
education in America? 

Problems can be more serious if we 
ignore them 

Through conflicts, America establishes 
itself as the supreme world power. 
 
concepts:  World War I, The Great 
Depression, World War II, Vietnam 
War, Cold War 

I can analyze various issues and 
events in the 20

th
 century as well as 

contributions from important figures 
(5.5A, 5.5B). 

20
th
 Century 

• World War I 

• The Great Depression 

• World War II 

• Vietnam War 

• Cold War 

How did mistrust lead to decades of 
conflict during the Cold War? 
 
Describe the levels of inclusion 
extended to various groups within 
American society. 
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• Civil Rights Movement 
 
vocabulary:  alliance, League of 
Nations, stock market, dust bowl, 
New Deal, dictator, atomic bomb, 
Holocaust, communism 

How did important leaders such as FDR 
help to alleviate and eliminate the effects 
of the Great Depression. 
 
 

 


