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World Wars 

UNIT VII 
 

TEKS 

 
1B  Identify changes that resulted from important turning 
points in world history such as the development of farming, 
the Mongol invasions, the development of cities, the European 
age of exploration and colonization; the scientific and 
industrial revolutions; the political revolutions of the 18th, 
19th, and 20th centuries, and the world wars of the 20th 
century 

 
1D Explain the significance of the following date: 1914-1918 and 1939-
1945 

 

8A  Identify causes and evaluate effects of major political 
revolutions since the 17th century, including the English, 
American, French, and Russian revolutions 
 
8D  Summarize the significant events trelated to the spread 
and fall of communism, including worldwide political and 
economic effects 
 
9A  Identify and explain causes and effects of World Wars I 
and II, including the rise of Nazism/fascism in Germany, Italy 
and Japan; the rise of communism in the Soviet Union; and 
the Cold War 
 
9B  Analyze the nature of totalitarianism regimes in China, 
Nazi Germany, and the Soviet Union 
 
10A  Analyze the influence of significant individuals such as 
Winston Churchill, Adolf  Hitler, Vladimir Lenin, Mao Zedong, 
and Woodrow Wilson on political events of the 20th century 
 
18C  Identify examples of political, economic, and social 
oppression and violations of human rights throughout history, 
including slavery, the Holocaust, other examples of genocide 
and politically-motivated mass murders in Cambodia, China, 
and the Soviet-Union 
 
18D  assess the degree to which human rights and democratic 
ideals and practices have been advanced throughout the world 

during the 20th century 

Essential Content and Subtopics 
 

I. WWI 
a. Causes 
b. Effects 
c. Outcomes 

II. Upheaval between wars 
a. Russian Revolution 
b. Great Depression 
c. Rise of Totalitarian Regimes 

III. WWII 
a. Causes 
b. Effects 

c. Outcomes 

Essential Questions 
 

1. What are the causes and effects of WWI 
and WWII? 

 
2. What figures were influential in the 

establishment of totalitarianism? 
 

3. What was life like in a totalitarianism 
regime? 

 
4. How did technology change the nature of 

war? 

Essential Terms 
Imperialism  stalemate 
Protectorate  propaganda 
Genocide  total war 
Holocaust  reparation 
Nazism   appeasement 
Ultimatum  nationalism 
Fascism   mandate  
Militarism  alliance  
Armistice  command economy 
Totalitarianism  communism 
Neutrality 
 

Days to Teach 

 

Text Correlation 
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Cold War thru Present 

UNIT VIII 
 

TEKS 

 
10B  Analyze the influence of significant social and/or 
religious  leaders such as Mohandas Gandhi, Pope John Paul 
II, Mother Theresa, and Desmond Tutu on events of the 20th 
century 
 
18C  Identify examples of political, economic, and social 
oppression and violations of human rights throughout history, 
including slavery, the Holocaust, other examples of genocide 
and politically-motivated mass murders in Cambodia, China, 
and the Soviet-Union 
 

 
18D  assess the degree to which human rights and democratic 
ideals and practices have been advanced throughout the world 
during the 20th century 

 

Essential Content and Subtopics 
 

I. Post WWII 
a. Changing politics 
b. Changing economic trends 
c. Emergence of Cold War 

II. Cold War 
a. Conflicts 
b. Détente 
c. Competition 
d. Results 

III. Challenges to the world 
a. Terror 
b. Trade 
c. Energy 
d. Disease 
e. Environment 

f.  

Essential Questions 
 

1. What are the causes and effects of the 
Cold War? 

 
2. How and why has terrorism emerged as a 

threat to the West? 
 

3. How have economic trends affected 
relationships between countries? 

Essential Terms 
 
Superpower   Human Rights 
Ideology    Democracy  
Terrorism   containment 
Interdependence 
Modernization 
United Nations 
Détente 
Perestroika 
Cold War 
Berlin Wall 
Glasnost 
Coalition 
Civil Rights 
Sanctions 
Domino theory 
Embargo 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Apartheid 
 

Days to Teach 

 

Text Correlation 


