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Unit Name Living Systems and Environment/Genetics 6 Weeks Days to Teach: 6 weeks
Date

Taught TEKS Content
Vocabulary Guiding Questions

8.6

Science concepts. The student
knows that interdependence occurs
among living systems. The student
is expected to:

(A) describe interactions among
systems in the human organism;

(B) identify feedback mechanisms
that maintain equilibrium of
systems such as body temperature,
turgor pressure, and chemical
reactions; and

(C) describe interactions within
ecosystems.

8.11

Science concepts. The student
knows that traits of species can
change through generations and
that the instructions for traits are
contained in the genetic material of
the organisms. The student is
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Questions for TEK 8.6:

What are the functions of each human body system?

In what ways do the human body systems interact with each other?

Can you identify five ways that two or more body systems are
interacting with one another?

How does the human body maintain equilibrium?

How does the human body to maintain thermal equilibrium?

How do the body systems interact to make these processes possible?

How does a plant maintain equilibrium?

Questions for TEK 8.11

What are five real-life examples of how environmental conditions can
affect the human body?
Can you identify all of the possible genetic traits from two parents?
What are your parent’s genetic outcomes in terms of dominant and
recessive alleles?
Are these alleles homogeneous or heterogeneous?
How does evolution contribute to our everyday lives?
How has the study of genetics helped agriculture, medicine, and
conservation?
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expected to:

(A) identify that change in
environmental conditions can affect
the survival of individuals and of
species;

(B) distinguish between inherited
traits and other characteristics that
result from interactions with the
environment; and

(C) make predictions about
possible outcomes of various
genetic combinations of inherited
characteristics.
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How do adaptations help an organism survive?
Can you trace the evolution through the human body?
Have our adaptations helped us to survive?
What is natural selection?


