
	National Literacy Standard
	Standard 5: The student who is an independent learner is information literate and appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information.
	

	TEKS
	2.9.B.  (Math)  The student will measure length, capacity, and weight using concrete models that approximate standard units.

2.9.A.  (Math) The student will  identify concrete models that approximate standard units of length, capacity, and weight;


	

	Aim to Learn:
	Students will understand that there are different forms of measurements.
Students will understand that there are different tools that can be used to measure.
	

	Title
	Measuring Penny – Math in the Library
	

	Resources 
	Measuring Penny (Leedy); M & Ms; Q-tips; cotton squares; toothpicks; child shoe and adult shoe
	

	Introduction
	Ask a student if they would like a cup of M&Ms.  Use 2 different sizes of cups to measure.  Ask another student if he would like a footlong piece of a fruit chew, then use a baby shoe and an adult shoe to measure out the piece.    
	

	Vocabulary
	Measurement, foot, inch, cup, pint, ruler, scale
	

	Activity


	Ask students how things are measured.  What types of things do we measure?  Explain that there are many things that need to be measured, and that there are many ways to measure.  
Read Measuring Penny.  Ask students some things that were measured in the book.  How were they measured?  Why is it important to have a standard way for everyone to measure?

After reading the book, divide students into pairs.  Have each pair draw a strip of paper from a bag.  Their assignment is to measure the item listed in the paper strip.  Give each pair some form of measurement, such as (rulers, square tokens, hands, feet, candy bars.)  Items to measure are listed below.


	Closure
	After the activity is completed, ask how each group’s measurements compared with another using a different method of measurement.


Measure the book Cat Poems


How wide is it?


How tall is it?

Measure the book Actual Size

How wide is it?


How tall is it?

Measure a copy of Sports Illustrated for Kids

How wide is it?


How tall is it?

Measure how wide one of the small windows to the right of the library door is.


How wide is it?


How tall is it?

Measure the height of one of the legs on the library card table. 


How tall is it?
Measure your partner’s arm, from their shoulder to their wrist.


How long is it?

Measure the length of a shelf marker.

Measure how much you weigh.


Can you do this?  Why or why not?

Measure the length of the candy bar.
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