10A — Wednesday, April 28, 2010

www.mansfieldnewsmirror.com

1970

1979

Mansfield Independent School District celebrates a century of education

The Mansfield Independent School District celebratesits 100th anniversary thisyear with a
look at the past century. Each monththe Mansfield News-Mirror will print adecadeinthelife of

the district.

Thefirst decade, 1909-1919, appeared in the Oct. 23 edition, 1920-1929 ran Nov. 20, 1930-
1939 was in the Dec. 18 paper, 1940-1949, ran Jan. 20, the 1950s ran in the Feb. 24 and the
1960s ran March 31. Go to www.mansfieldnewsmirror.com to see all of the past decades.

This week features the 1970s.

1970

Jan. 1. The Texas Long-
horns win the national cham-
pionship with a 21-17 victory
over Notre DameintheCotton
Bowl.

m “Bridge over Troubled
Water” by Simon and Garfun-
kel is a hit record. Flestwood
Mac, the Carpentersand Elton
John are some of the new mu-
sic groups. “Airport” is a hit
movie. “Love Story” isabest-
sdlling book.

m Gloria Steinem, Betty
Friedan, Betty Ford, Shirley
Chisholm, Bella Abzug, Rob-
in Morgan, Kate Millet, Eliza-
beth Holtzman and many
others lead the movement for
women's equality.

Jan. 17: La Raza Unida
Party is organized in Crystal
City, Texas. Itsmain god isto
help the causes of the Mexican
Americans in better housing,
jobs and educational opportu-
nities. Jose Angd Gutierrez
and Mario Compean are the
organizers.

Jan. 27: Martin Hearne is
promoted to vice principal of
Mansfield High School.

Feb. 10: TheRev. L.E. Bil-
lingdea appears before the
Mansfield school board to talk
about purchasing the Willie
Brown School. The board de-
cides to board up the building
and clean it.

March 18 The postal
strike, involving 180,000
strikers, becomes the United
States' largest public employ-
eewalkout, lasting two weeks.

March 31. Ernest Ray's
contract as high school princi-
pal is discussed and the board
decides not to renew the con-
tract. Consideration is to be
taken for another position for
Ray as recommended by Wil-
liePigg.

March 31: Trustees dis
cuss and approve a girls drill
team if enough girls are inter-
ested for a regular squad and
therewill beno discrimination

involved.
March 31. The school
board votestorehireHarley K.

Reed with the stipulation that
he will keep his shop in better
condition.

March 31: Trusteesvoteto
rehire R. L. Anderson as high
school counselor.

April 1: A bill banning cig-
arette advertising on radio and
televison, effective Jan. 1,
1971, is signed by President
Nixon.

April 3: The school board
decidesto employ legal coun-
sel and hires J. A. Gooch as
schoal attorney.

April 10: Dorothy Phillips
and JamesWynn areelected to
theschool board. J. L. Borenis
elected president, Bill Brittain
is elected vice president and
William Gardner is eected
secretary.

April 13: At9:08am., lig-
uid nitrogen tanks rupture on
Apallo 13, whichisonitsway
to the moon. NASA abortsthe
mission and figures out how to
get the three astronauts home.
Apallo 13 splashes down in
the Pacific Ocean on April 17.

April 22: The first Earth
Day is celebrated as an envi-
ronmental concern.

April 28: The board votes
to require diphtheria, polio,
tetanus, rubella and smallpox
immunizationsfor al new stu-
dents prior to admission and
thesameof all present students
withintwo yearsandto require
tuberculosisskintestsfor firg-
and seventh-grade students.

April 28: Trustees vote to
create another secretary posi-
tion in administration.

May 1. Cambodiaisinvad-
ed by U.S. troops.

May 4. Nationa Guards
men kill four students at Kent
State University in Ohio asthe
students protest the expansion
of the Vietnam War into Cam-
bodia. The war seemed to be
winding downin 1969 asPres-
ident Nixon had promised in
his election campaign.

May 8: The Beatlesrelease
their final abum, “Let It Be”

May 26: The school board
votesto approve student danc-
esat the high school withrules
to be submitted for final ap-
prova by the principa and
trustees.

June 30: Trustees vote to
give the old shack behind the
Rendon School to the Boy
Scouts with the understanding
that it will be cleared up by the
time school starts. The board
votes to employ James lcen-
hower asthe high school prin-
cipa at $2,000 above scaefor
atwo-year contract.

July 10: Trustees set the
1970tax rate at $1.55 per $100
evaluation.

m Tarver Rendon, aconsol-
idated school in Rendon that
had housed grades 1-8, joins
the Mansfield school digtrict
and becomesthethird e emen-
tary school in the Mansfield
school district.

July 28: The board added
to the board policy: “There
shal be no smoking by stu-
dents on any school property
and by faculty in only those
places designated by the prin-
cipa.”

July 28: Willie Pigg ap-
proves Leon Stewart to teach
vocational agriculture.

Aug. 3-5: Hurricane Cdlia
hits Corpus Christi. The storm
kills 32 in Cuba, Florida and
Texasand damagesdowntown
Corpus Christi.

Sept. 21 Monday Night
Football debuts on the ABC
network with the Cleveland
Browns defeating the New
York Jets 31-21.

Nov. 14: A plane carrying
the Marshal University foot-
ball team, coaches and resi-
dents crashes short of the run-
way in Huntington, W.Va,
killing al 75 aboard.

Nov. 24: The school board
decidespantsuitsarein order if
they are atunic type, not form
fitting or bell-bottoms.

Dec. 22: Willie Pigg re-
guested that two commodesbe
installed at thejunior highgym
and probably cost $200.

Dec. 23: The North Tower
of the World Trade Center
opensin New York City. The
South Tower is completed in
1972.

1971

Jan. 12 “All in the Fami-
ly” depicting the Archie Bun-
ker family begins its eight-
year comedy run.

m The Rockets move to
Houston and become the first
NBA franchisein Texas.

Jan. 18: A stock scanda
erupted a the Sharpstown
Bank in Houston.

Feb. 5. Apollo 14 astro-
nauts Alan Shepard and Edgar
Mitchell walk on the moon.
Stuart Rosaaccompaniesthem
as the largest amount of lunar
materid isreturned to Earth.

April 6: IraKimbroughand
David Anderson are elected to
the school board. Bill Brittain
is eected president, Wayne
Wilshire is elected vice presi-
dent and W. R. Gardner is
elected secretary.

m Hit movies are “Fiddler
on the Roof,” “Diamonds are
Forever” and “The French
Connection.”

April 27: Board members
read two lettersfrom parentsat
the Alice Ponder School who
were opposed to the use of a
paddie on children. Willie
Pigg reads a letter that states
that the district must employ
minority groupsin aratio sub-
stantialy the same as the pop-
ulation. He will immediately
work out aprogram to comply
with this request.

May 11: Anannouncement
was made to have the bacca
laureate May 31 and com-
mencement June 1.

June 29: Trustees votes to
raisethetax rateto $1.70 on 60
percent of market value on
$23,443,000 vauation.

July 1. The voting age is

lowered from 21 to 18 when
the U. S. Congress ratifies the
Twenty-Sixth Amendment to
the Congtitution.

July 15: The board votes
not to alow the merger of the
Kennedale school district with
Mansfield.

July 27: Bidswill beadver-
tised for the sale of one school
busat the next regular meeting
and one bus will be converted
and used for hauling trash.

July 30: James Irwin and
David Scott walk on the moon
and propel a lunar rover. Al-
fred M. Worden accompanies
them on Apollo 15.

Sept. 22: The Washington
Senators announce that they
will move their Major League
Baseball team to Arlington.

Sept. 28: Bids are opened
for a 1951 Chevrolet pick-up
for $37.99, $42.75 and $32.75.
It sold to the highest bidder at
$42.75. Bids are opened for a
1956 bus for $326, $378,
$303.01, $156 and $301.99.
Thehighest bidder got the bus.

Oct. 1. Disney World
opensin Orlando, Fla

Oct. 24: The $35 million
Texas Stadium opensin Irving
as the home of the Dalas
Cowboys. The Cowboys de-
feated the New England
Patriots 44-21 on opening day.

Nov. 23: Trustees vote to
amend school policy to delete
the smallpox vaccination as a
requirement for entrance to
schools effective Jan. 1.

Nov. 24: D.B. Cooper
jumps out of Northwest Air-
lines Flight 305 somewhere
over Washington State with
$200,000 after hijacking the
plane. Neither heor themoney
has been found.

1972

Jan. 16: The Dalas Cow-
boys become the Super Bowl
VI championswitha24-3win
over the Miami Dolphins.

Jan. 25: The school board
votes to purchase two 72-pas-
senger school buseswith pow-
e seering and automatic
transmission.

Jan. 25: Shirley Chisholm
is the first African-American
woman to be elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives
where shewill serve for seven
terms. She was the first major
party black candidate. She is
the first woman to run for the
Democratic Presidentia nom-
ination.

m “Jonathan Livingston
Seagull” and“I’m OK, You're
OK” ae No. 1 best-sdling
books. “The Godfather” is a
major movie hit and “Grease”
isahit Broadway musical.

Feb. 3-13: The Winter
Olympicsare held in Sapporo,
Japan, amid unrest over the
terms of amateur and paid am-
ateurs participating in the
Olympics. Norway's Magne
Myrmo becomes the last ath-
leteto win across-country ski-
ing event using al-wooden
skis. The Soviet Union contin-
uesto be at the top of the Win-
ter Games standings.

Feb. 8 Trustees vote to
change to the handbook to
read: “ Hair must bekept above
the eyebrows. It must be
trimmed in the back to look
neat and trim and off the collar.
Hair must be well kept at al
times. If sideburns are worn
they must not be longer than
the lower part of the ear and
must be neetly trimmed at all
times. Boys will be clean-
shaven; no beards are permit-
ted. Pant suits: apantsuitisde-
scribed as a dressy ouitfit with
pants and a tunic top. Tunic
here is intended to mean that
the top to the pantsuit must
come down to the wrist (cov-
ering the hips) when the arm
hangs to the side. Jeans and
hip-huggersare not acceptable
asthe pants of the pantsuit. No
overly tight dacks or blouses.
Keep it tailored, neat and take
a good look in a full-length
mirror before coming to
schoal.”
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The Dixie Dolls (from left) Carol Hollifield, Jeri Gartman, Cathy West, Vicki Vowlin in the late 1970s.

Feb. 21-27: President Rich-
ard Nixon traveled to Commu-
nist Chinain a historic eight-
day visit.

April 6: Dick Parsons is
eected to the school board,
and Wayne Wilshire is re-
elected. William Gardner was
elected president, Wayne Wil-
shire is elected vice president
and David Anderson iselected
secretary.

April 15; The new Texas
Rangersbaseball teamlosesits
first game against the Angels
1-0in Anaheim, Cdlif.

May 15: Democratic presi-
dentia candidate George Wal-
laceisshot Laurd, Md., by Ar-
thur Bremer. Wallace is para-
lyzed from the waist down.

May 23: The school board
names Rogene Worley in the
new position of assistant to the
superintendent, a an annua
sdary of $11,000. The con-
tract isto be one year in dura-
tion.

May 26. The SALT |
agreement is signed by the
United States and the Soviet
Union.

Junel7: Fivemenwho are
employees of Nixon's cam-
paign re-election break into
The Watergate complex hous-
ing the Democratic Headquar-
tersin Washington, D.C.

June 26: Nolan Bushnell
and Ted Dabney create Atari.

July 25: The school board
votesto hire Kenneth Davisas
principa at Tarver-Rendon El-
ementary.

Aug. 26-Sept. 11. The
Summer Games of the XX
Olympiad were held in Mu-
nich, West Germany. Mark
Spitz sets seven world records
and wins seven gold meddsin
the same Olympics in swim-
ming events. A Black Septem-
ber terrorist group kidnaps 11
Israeli athletes and coaches
from the Olympic Village on
Sept. 5. Two were killed and
nine were taken hostage. The
nine hostages are killed in a
botched rescue attempt. Of the
eight terrorists, five are killed
in the rescue attempt. Two are
hunted down and nated.
Oneisdill at large.

Sept. 4: Bob Barker hosts
hisfirst episode of “The Price
Is Right.” He will retire in
2007.

Sept. 19: A motionismade
by James Wynn and seconded
by Dorothy Phillips that the
school board be authorized to
take a loan from Mangfield
State Bank to meet the payroll
needs for September. The mo-
tion carries.

Oct. 24: The school board
votes to give Willie Pigg the

authority to employ a tempo-

rary typist to prepare study
guidesfor the teachers.

1973

Jan. 16: Dolph Briscoe be-
came the 41st governor of
Texas after defeating incum-
bent Preston Smith in the No-
vember elections.

Jan. 20: President Richard
Nixonisswornin for asecond
term.

Jan. 22: The Supreme
Court decisionin Roev. Wade
legalizes abortion in the first
trimester of pregnancy.

Jan. 27. South Vietnam
and the United States sign a
peace agreement with North
Vietnam in Paris. A ceasefire
takes effect a 8 am. Jan. 18.

m “The Sting,” “The Way
We Were’ and “ The Exorcigt”
are hit movies.

April 10: Walter Overstreet
and Jack Odom are elected to
the school board. Wayne Wil-
shireis elected president, Wil-
liam Gardner is elected vice
president and David Anderson
is elected secretary.

April 24 Trustees vote to
raisethetuition for out-of-dis-
trict transfer students to $20
per month for the 1973-74
school year. The school board
votes to hire Ken Ozee from
Arlington High School ashead
coach/athletic director for a
two-year contract at $3,600
above the pay scde.

May 17-Aug. 7: A Senate

Select Committee held hear- v

ings to investigate the Water-
gate cover-up that are tele-
vised to the nation.

July 31 The school board
votes to raise the price of
lunchesto 40 centsin elemen-
tary, 45 cents for grades 6-12
and 55 cents for teachers.

Sept. 25. Trustees an-
nounce that work finaly be-
gins on the play area a Alice
Ponder Elementary.

October: Isradl is attacked
by Arab states. A ceasefire is
imposed after five weeks of
fighting.

Oct. 10: Vice President
Spiro T. Agnew resigns after
information and charges of in-
come tax invasion surface.

Sept. 25: The school board
votes to refuse the de-annex-
aion request by the Saddle-
ridge addition.

Oct. 30: Trustees vote that
a woman who is or has been
married isnot qualified for the
Miss Mansfield Contest be-
causesheisclassfiedasaMrs.
and not a Miss.

Nov. 27: Willie Pigg re-
ports that the school digtrict is
running short on gasoline to

run the buses on routes and to
specia events.

Nov. 27: The school board
votes to authorize Willie Pigg
to cancel all bus trips except
thetransporting of schoal chil-
dren to and from schooal, as it
becomes necessary.

Dec. 6: Gerdd R. Ford is
sworn in asvice president, the
first appointed under the rules
of the Twenty-Fifth Amend-
ment.

Dec. 11-13: Astronauts Eu-
gene Cenan and Harrison
Schmitt bring back 250 sam-
plesof rock and soil on Apallo
17, thelast manned craft to the
moon.

1974

m Thepopulation of Mans-
field is 5,000.

m Theworst recessionin40
yearsis recorded.

m Theword “amateurism”
is removed from the Olympic
Charter. This has no immedi-
ate effect on Olympic policy,
but paves the way for future
changes.

m The Sears Tower iscom-
pleted in Chicago and be-
comes the talest building in
theworld at 1,450 feet and 108
stories.

March 10: The last Japa
nese World Wer 11 solider sur-
rendersin the Philippines.

March 26: The school
board raisesthetransfer feefor
incoming students to $30 per
month for the 1974-75 school

ear.

April 8 Henry “Hank”
Aaron passes Babe Ruth's
home run record with No. 715
against theL osAngelesDodg-
ers. He finished the season
with 733 home runs.

April 9: Boardmembersei-
ther re-elected or elected to the
board areDon G. Baker, David
Anderson and William Gard-
ner. Wayne Wilshireis elected
president, Gardner is elected
vicepresident and Andersonis
elected secretary.

April 30: The school board
names Vernon Newsom as an
assistant coach a the high
school.

June 25. An open houseis
set for thenew Mansfield High
School building for Aug. 25.
Trustees ask Congressman
Milford to spesk.

July 27-30: A House Judi-
ciary Committee recommends
to the House that President
Nixon should be impeached.
Nixon resigns rather than face
the impeachment.

July 31: The school board
amends the student handbook
to read, “Students must be
clean shaven and their hair
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shdll be clean and nest.”

Aug. 9: VicePresident Ger-
adR. Ford issworn in as the
38th president in the East
Room of the White House af-
ter theresignation of President
Nixon.

m Thenew Mansfield High
School campusiscompleted at
1520 N. Walnut Creek Drive.
The 1963 campus that had
housed grades 9-12 becomes
Mansfield Middle School and
houses seventh- and eighth-
grade students. The origina
Mansfield School housessixth
grade students.

Sept. 8 President Gerald
Ford grants an unconditional
pardon to Richard Nixon.

m “The Godfather Part 11,
“Chinatown” and “Blazing
Saddles’ arehit movies. “Cen-
tennia” is atop-selling book.

Sept. 14: Thecity charteris
amended, changing the name
aldermen to City Council and
two more positions are added.

Oct. 15: Five of Nixon's
aides are put on tria for their
involvement in the cover-up of
the Watergate scanda. Three
would spend time in prison:
John Mitchell, John D. Ehr-
lichman and H. R. Haldeman.

Nov. 21: Congress passes
the Freedom of Information
Act over President Ford's ve-
to.

Dec. 19: Nelson Rockefel-
ler issworn in asthe new vice
president of the United States,
the third person for this term.

1975

Jan. 28: The school board
votes to name the new voca
tional center theBen A. Barber
Career Center. Trustees also
decide that if it is agreeable
with the principal a smoking
areawill be set up outside the
high school for students to
smoke at designated times.

m  Congress guarantees
equal educational accesstothe
handicapped with the Educa-
tion of All Handicapped Chil-
dren Act of 1975.

m “Jaws” “Funny Lady”
and“ OneFlew Over the Cuck-
00's Nest” are hit movies.

April 5. Mayor Pro Tem
Glenn White tekes over as
mayor prior to swearing in of
council and then is chosen
mayor by the new council.

April 8: Dick Parsonsisre-
elected to the board and Gene
Strause is elected. David An-
derson is eected president,
Jack Odom is elected vice
president and William Gard-
ner is elected secretary.

April 8 W. R. Gardner an-
nounces that the high school
newspaper, Bengal Beat, won
first placein state competition.

April 29: The Specid
Olympics team is headed to
the state meet in Austin. Three
sponsors and 12 students will
attend and expenses of $100
are requested.

April 29: Gene Strause
suggested that candy and Coke
machines be replaced with
fruit juices and health foods at
the high school before next

year.

April 30: South Vietnam
fdls to Communist North
Vietnam.

May 26: Willie Pigg opens
bids for a 1967 school bus.
Bids are $40, $125 and $150.
The school board accepts the
highest bid. Pigg states that in
all upcoming elections ballots
will have to be printed in En-
glish and Spanish.

July 10: Trusteesset thetax
rateat $1.35 based on $61,000.

July 25: “A Chorus Ling’
opens on Broadway and be-
comes the longest-running
musical in the United States.

July 30: Former Teamsters
Union leader Jimmy Hoffa
disappears. Heislast seen out-
sidearestaurantin Bloomfield
Township, Mich.

Oct. 11: NBC airsthefirst
episode of “Saturday Night
Live,” which is hosted by
George Carlin.

Nov. 26: “Rocky Horror
Picture Show” debuts.

1976
Jan. 18: The Dalas Cow-
boys lose 21-17 to the Pitts-
burgh Stedlers in Super Bowl
X

"Jan. 27: The school board

votes to make reduced-price
lunches available to families
who qualify according to a
scale of income, in addition to
free lunches that are available
atthistime. TheBoard votesto
name the district’s auditorium
Willie Pigg Auditorium in ap-
preciation of Mr. Pigg's many
years of serviceto public edu-
cation and to the Mansfield
community. A plaque will be
ordered.

Feb. 4-15. The Winter
Olympics are held in Inns
bruck, Austria. Ice dancing is
introduced as a new competi-
tive event. Dorothy Hamill of
the United States wins a gold
medal in figure skating. Rus-
sa’s hockey team wins the
gold medd for the fourth
straight time.

Feb. 17: Trustees vote to
employ Harold Ted as head
coach a Mansfiedld High
Schooal.

Feb. 24: The school board
authorizes Rogene Worley to
purchase atruck with atilt bed
with the cost not to exceed
$4,000.

March 11: Walt Disney re-
leases the animated film “The
Many Adventures of Winnie
the Pooh.”

March 22: Filming begins
on George L ucas “Star Wars’
science fiction film. In one of
the best business decisions in
film history, Lucas cuts his di-
recting fee by $500,000 in or-
der to gain ownership of mer-
chandising and sequel rights.

Mar ch 30: Theboard votes
to buy new band uniforms for
$11,473.

April 6: Jack Odom is re-
elected and Martha Cannon is
elected to the school board.
David Anderson is elected
president, Jack Odom is elect-
ed vice president and William
Gardner is elected secretary.

April 27: The school board
accepts a bid from Bethlehem
Baptist Church for the sale of
Willie Brown School for
$16,000. Trustees accept bids
of $503 for a 1961 GMC bus
and $25 for a 1951 Ford truck.
The board accepts a bid for
seats for Willie Pigg Auditori-
um for $68,970.

April 27. The <sudent
council and administration
from Mansfield High School
propose that a painting be
made by the art teacher and art
department for adisplay inthe
entrance hall of Mansfield
High School. The board ap-
proves this painting.

May: Loyd Seeton iselect-
ed mayor of Mangfield.

m “Rocky” and “A Star is
Born” are hit movies.

June 17: The American
Basketbal Association and
the National Basketball Asso-
ciation merge.

June 29: The school board
votes to buy a 16-passenger
bus to be used for kindergar-
ten, at an gpproximate cost of
$7,200 through the State
Board of Control.

July 4: The spectacular Bi-
centennia Celebration nation-
wide commemorates the
200th anniversary of the Dec-
laration of Independence.

July 17-Aug. 1. The Sum-
mer Olympics are held in
Montreal, Canada. Nadia Co-
maneci, a 14-year-old gym-
nast from Romania, scored
seven perfect 10's and won
five medds, including three
gold medas. No one had ever
scored even one 10 beforethis.
Five American boxers are
awarded gold medals includ-
ing Leo Randolph, Sugar Ray
Leonard, Michael Spinks and
Leon Spinks, who would dl
becomeworld boxing champs.
American Bruce Jenner wins
the gold meda in the decath-
lon.

July 27: Willie Pigg rec-
ommends increasng the
chargetothe City of Mansfield
for the contract of assessing-
collecting taxesto $8,000. The
board votes to present the city
with an increase of 2 percent
for assessing and collecting of
aminimum of $8,000.

Aug. 31: The question is
raised as to whether coaches
can work on Sunday. Coaches
are to be informed that there
will be no work done on Sun-

day.

Sept. 5: President Ford es-
capesan nation attempt
in Sacramento, Calif.

Oct. 4: BarbaraWaltersbe-
came the firg woman co-an-
chor of the evening newsat the
national level on ABC.

Oct. 26: Trustees order a
new 72-passenger bus. The
highest bid for the old buswas
$250, whichtheboard accepts.
Trustees purchase a pickup
from lunchroom funds for the
use of the lunchroom supervi-
sor for $2,550. The board dso
votes to purchase a pickup for
the maintenance and transpor-
tation departmentsfor nomore
than $3,200.

m Sony introduces the Be-
tamax and the Japanese Victor
Co. (VC) introducesthe VHS
to America

1977

Jan. 20: Jmmy Carter is
sworn in as the 39th president
of the United States.

Jan. 21. President Carter
pardons al Vietnam draft
evaders.

Jan. 23: The miniseries
“Roots’ beginson ABC.

Feb. 18: The space shuttle
takesitsfirst test flight on top
of amodified Boeing 747 jum-
bo jet.

March 27: Willie Pigg rec-
ommends that the school
board consider or put in the
budget for the next school year
asaary increment for aperson
or personsfor public relations.
There are persons in the sys-
tem who can and will do this
for a$500-$600 increment.

March 27: A bid is re-
ceived for a 1967 Vdiant for
$500, which the school board

ts.

March 27. Willie Pigg
readsaletter from Senator An-
dujar inviting the Mansfield
High School band to play on
the day that she will be Texas
Governor for the Day. The
board votes to allow this and
encourages the band to make
this trip under normal school
rules.

m “The Thornbirds’ is a
No. 1 best-sdller.

March 27: A letter from
Mike Moncrief concerning
tornadoes is read. Severe out-
break of tornadoes are predict-
edfor thisseason. Thecivil de-
fense unit will have a seminar
on tornadoes and urges the
school district to be repre-
sented at this seminar.

March 27: William Gard-
ner reportson thedanger of the
traintrack near ErmaNash and
recommends that we contact
the County Fire Marshall to
get an ordinance from the City
Council to get the speed re-
duced for the trains and to im-
prove the condition of the
track in this area. He aso re-
quested that a study be made
of this problem and then pre-
sented to the City Council with
recommendations.

April 4. Donald McWil-
liams is elected to the school
board, and David Anderson
and Wayne Wilshire are re-
elected. Dick Parsonsis elect-
ed president, Martha Cannon
is elected vice president and
Jack Odom is elected

April 21: “Annie’ opens
and becomes a Broadway hit
musical.

April 26: The school board

votesto purchaselockersfrom §

Walnut Creek Country Club
for $700 for the middle school
use.

May: Jmmy Stewart be-
comes mayor of Mansfield.

May 23: Trustees vote to
purchase five deep fry sets
from White Swan for $429
each for the school lunch-
rooms.

May 23: The Planning
Committeereportsthat the pri-
ority is for a new elementary
school to bebuilt in the Wal nut
Creek areaby thefall of 1978.

May 25:. “Star Wars,” the
first in aseries of movieswrit-
ten by George L ucas, opens.

June11: Sesttle Slew wins
the Belmont Stakesto become
the 10th horse to capture hor-
seracing’s Triple Crown.

July 26: WilliePigg readsa
letter from the T.E.AA. com-
mending Mansfield High
school on an outstanding safe-
ty award to the student coun-

cil. Only 44 schoolsin the na
tion are recognized.

July 26: The school board
votes to reassign Vernon
Newsom as vice principal of
Mansfield High School.

Aug. 16: Singer Elvis Pres-
ley is found dead at his home
Graceland in Memphis, Tenn.

Aug. 30: Theenrollmenton
thefirst day of school is 3,389.
Enrollment is down from last
year in al elementary grades
except the sixth grade.

Sept. 7. President Carter
signs a treaty that would give
control of the PanamaCana to
Panama on Dec. 31, 1999.

Sept. 27: The open house
and dedication of Willie Pigg
Auditorium is set for Oct. 2.
The Mansfield High School
band will play for theprogram.
Senator John Tower will speak
and Alton Bowen, deputy
commissioner of education-
TEA will give the dedicatory
Speech.

Sept. 27: The school board
votes to purchase 10 acres
from Walnut Creek Valley on
Country Club Road for land to
build the new eementary
school a acost of $35,600.

Nov. 29: President Parsons
congratulates senior Larry
Wilshire on receiving the Dr.
Bobo scholarship.

1978

Jan. 15: The Dallas Cow-
boys win their second Super
Bowl 27-10 over the Denver
Broncos.

March 21. The schoal
board votesto alow the senior
class to vote for graduation
May 23 (withablank diploma)
or graduate as scheduled May
29.

April 4: Dick Parson and
Gene Strause are re-elected to
theschool board. Dick Parsons
is elected president, Gene
Strauseiselected asvice presi-
dent and Martha Cannon is
elected secretary.

April 25: A new develop-
ment isto begin at Poly Webb
Road and FM 157 with homes
ranging in price from $32,000
to $40,000. Developers state
that they will reservea10-acre
plot for school tobebuiltifitis
needed.

May: Loyd Seetoniselect-
ed the mayor of Mansfield.

May 8. Trustees vote to
employ Kenneth Davis as di-
rector of maintenance and
trangportation, MarthaReld as
principad a Tarver Rendon
and Larry McGough as princi-
pa a Mansfield Elementary.

June 6. “20/20" debuts
with Hugh Downs and Barba-
raWalters as the hosts.

June 16; “Grease” is a hit
movie.

June 19: The cartoon Gar-
field makes its debut, eventu-
aly becoming the most syndi-
cated comic gtrip.

June 27: The school board
votes to accept a bid contract
from Alpine Congtruction for
abus garage for $12,866.

July 25: The first test tube
baby, Louise Joy Brown, is
born in Oldham, England.
Aug. 6: Pope Paul VI dies
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in Rome.

Aug. 26: Albino Luciani is
elected pope, becoming Pope
John Paul 1.

Aug. 29: Trustees vote to
raise lunch prices to 55 cents
for kindergarten through sixth
grade, 60 cents for seventh
through 12th and 90 cents for
teachers.

Sept. 6: President Carterin-
vites President Anwar Sadat of
Egypt and Prime Minister Me-
nachem Begin of Israd to
Camp David to discussthe 30-
year conflict between the two
nations.

Sept. 17: Sadat and Begin
end the 30-year conflict by
signing the Camp David Ac-
cord.

Sept. 21. A pact curbing
the spread of nuclear weapons
is signed by 15 countries that
include the United States and
the USSR.

Sept. 28: Pope John Paul |
diesin Rome.

Oct. 16: Karol Wojtyla be-
comes the first non-Italian
Pope to be elected in more
than 450 years. He takes the
name John Paul 11.

Nov. 15: American Airlines
relocates its corporate head-
quartersto Fort Worth.

Nov. 18: Cult leader Jm
Jones engineers the na
tion of Cdifornia congress-
man Leo Ryan and four mem-
bers of his staff and the mass
suicide of 913 of hisfollowers
before killing himsdf in the
cult compound in Guyana.

Nov. 28: The school board
votes to name the new school
J. L. Boren Elementary.

Dec. 19: Willie Pigg an-
nounces his retirement effec-
tive duly 1.

Dec. 30-31: Possibly the
worsticestormin 30 yearshits
North Central Texas.

1979

Jan. 1: Diplomatic ties are
established between the Unit-
ed States and the mainland of
China

Jan. 16: William Clements
is inaugurated as the first Re-
publican governor of Texas
since Reconstruction.

Jan. 16: The Shahof Iranis
forced to leave the country af-
ter political pressure and ex-
tensiveriots.

Jan. 21. The Pittsburgh
Stedlers defeat the Dalas
Cowboys 35-31 in Miami to
win the Super Bowl.

Jan. 30 Severd parents
voice their disapprova of a
mural inthe boys' restroom at
the high school. They ask the
school board to removeit. The
board discussesit and voteson
whether to paint over it, but the
votefals.

Feb. 1: Ayatollah Khomei-
ni, an exiled religious leader,
returns to Iran and takes pow-
er.

March 15: The school
board votes to employ Lee
Pennington as superintendent
with a three year contract to
beginJuly 1 at anannual salary
of $34,000 with a $200 per
month travel alowance and a
life insurance policy premium

of $1,000 per year.

March 28: A mechanica
malfunction at the nuclear
generating plant on Three
Mile Idand in Middletown,
Pa. The governor soon closes
schoolsand 80,000 to 250,000
people evacuate.

March 29: A nuclear pow-
er plant a Three Mile Idand
has a radioactive lesk.

April 10: Wichita Falls is
hit by the worst single tornado
in the history of Texas. It
causes more than $400 million
in damage, 3,000 homes are
destroyed and 42 people die.
Several tornadoes hit farther
west the same day.

April 10: MarthaCannonis
re-el ected to the board and Ga-
ry Daton is elected as a new
board member. Willie Pigg ex-
presses his appreciation to
Jack Odom for his service to
the district. Wayne Wilshireis
elected presdent, Gene
Strause is elected vice presi-
dent and David Anderson is
€elected secretary.

May 4. Margaret Thatcher
is elected prime minister of
Grest Britain.

May 14: Tom Corbin is
€elected mayor of Mansfield.

May 29: A bond election
passes 238 for and 88 againgt.
No record of what the bond is
for has been kexpt.

June 22: “The Muppet
Movi€’ isreleased.

June 26: William White-
head is named principd at
Mansfield Elementary School.

July 4: The Rodeo City
Cafe opens on Main Street.

July 31: Discussion of fa
cid hair is held. Consensus of
boardisto alow mustachesfor
teachers and to not use this as
discriminatory factor for em-
ployment.

August: The fourth ee-
mentary school is built and
opensasJ.L. Boren Elementa

ry.

Sept. 7. ESPN, the dl-
sports channel, launches.

Sept. 25: Lee Pennington
reports that Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Icenhower donated a copy of
Webster's International Dic-
tionary in honor of J. L. Boren
tothelibrary a J. L. Boren El-
ementary. He aso reports that
the Tiger Booster Club donat-
ed the funds for a public ad-
dress system at Tiger Field.

Nov. 4: The United States
Embassy in Tehran is taken
over by Iranian students who
take 63 people hostage after
Presdent Carter alows the
Shah of Iran to enter the Unit-
ed States for medical treat-
ment. Female and black hos-
tages are soon released, leav-
ing about 50 in captivity for
444 days.

Dec. 6: “Star Trek: The
Motion Picture’ debuts at the
Smithsonian.

Dec. 18: The school board
votes to raise lunch prices to
75 cents for kindergarten
through sixth grade, 85 cents
for seventh through 12th grade
and adult lunches to $1.20 ef-
fective Jan. 2.

Dec. 4: The Soviet Union
invades Afghanistan.

Bell Guards James Roberts and Allen Wallace ring the victory bell at a football game in 1970.
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