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Mansfield Independent School District celebrates a century of education

The Mansfield Independent School District cele-
brates its 100th anniversary this year with alook at the
past century. Each month the Mansfield News-Mirror
will print adecadein the life of the district.

Thefirst decade, 1909-1919, appeared in the Oct. 23
edition, the second, 1920-1929, ran in the Nov. 20 sec-
tion, thethird, 1930-1939, wasin the Dec. 18 paper and
the fourth, 1940-1949, ran in the Jan. 20 News-Mirror.

This week features the 1950s.

1950

m The population of the
United States is 150,697,361.

m Thefirst self-serviceele-
vator isingtaled in Dalas.

Feb. 9: Sen. Joseph McCar-
thy of Wisconsin sparks the
Red Scare by claming that
Communists have infiltrated
the government.

March 8: Theschool board
votes to pay $2,209 in unpaid
bondsand interest for the Lone
Star school district and $525 of
unpaid bonds and interest for
the Gertie school district, both
of which were recently an-
nexed by the Mandfield dis-
trict. Trustees aso agppoint
Mrs. Pigg as tax assessor and
Census counter.

March 28: Trustees decide
to sdll the site of the Lone Star
School to JW. Galoway for
$250.

April 1: Olen Tipps, Dave
Wilson and Dennis Bradley
are dected to the Mansfield
school board.

April 11: Thecity of Mans-
field purchases the dectric
plant from Milton Farr, issuing
bondsto pay for the plant. The
City produces its own electric-
ity until 1953 when it begins
buying power from Brazos
Electric Power Cooperative.

April 25. Ivan Coble is
elected secretary and G.H.
Stewart is elected president of
the school board. Trustees re-
hire Willie Pigg as high school
principa for ancther two
years. All other teachers, in-
cluding Ben Barber, Thelma
Jones, Erma Nash, Mary Orr,
Mary Lillard, Alice Ponder,
D.P. Morris, Janet Brockett
and Charlotte Anderson, are
aso rehired. Only John Hud-
son, a teacher at the Colored
Schooal, is not rehired.

June 22: Trustees hold a
caled session to discuss sdl-
ing bondsto build anew grade
school. Theboard also decides
to sdll the old school bus and
buy anew one.

June 25: North Korea
crosses the 38th Paralld into
South Korea.

July 7: The United States
resumesthe draft after fighting
breaks out in Korea.

July 25: The school board
hires EJ. Stone to paint as
much of the school building as
time and money alow, starting
with the classrooms, halls and
then the auditorium.

Aug. 18: After the resigna-
tion of homemaking teacher
Jean Simpson, trusteeshire Ni-
na Jo Allen to take her place.

Aug. 29: The school board
decides to pay the baance
above the state apportionment
for a commercia bus to take
black students in the higher
gradesto school in Fort Worth.

Sept. 30: The school board
appliesfor federal funds.
Oct. 2: Charles Schultz be-

gins a comic strip about kids :

and a dog cdled Li'l Folk,
which becomes Peanuts.
Nov. 7: Trustees hire Eliza-

beth Smith to teach for there- | :

mainder of the school year.
Nov. 7: Democrat Alan
Shiversis elected governor of
Texas.
Nov. 27: The school board
meetswith Mr. Newton of Cit-
izensNational Bank of Camer-

on to finance anew school bus

for $2,998.

m Wat Disney releases |

“Cinderdla”

1951

Feb. 26: The 22nd Amend-
ment, barring anyone from
serving morethan twotermsas
president of the United States,
takes effect.

Feb. 28. Trustees extend
Superintendent R.L. Huff-
man's contract for two years
and high school principa Wil-
lie Pigg’'s contract until June
30, 1953.

m Disc jockey Alan Freed
uses the term rock ‘n’ roll for
thefirst time.

April 7: lvan Cobleand Joe
Stone are re-elected to the
school board.

April 11: President Harry
Truman fires Gen. Douglas
MacArthur as supreme com-
mander of the Allied forcesin
the Pacific.

May 1: G.H. Stewart isre-
elected president and Ivan Co-
ble is re-dected secretary of
the school board.

June 15: Trusteesdecideto
ask the county school board to
exchange the Mandfied
school digtrict’'s 24-passenger
school bus for a 36-passenger
bus because the present bus
is't large enough to serve
Mansfield's colored students.
George Smith, O.E. Metcalf
and Buster Millsare appointed
astheBoard of Equalizationto
re-gppraise property vauesfor
the school district.

July 9: The school board
votesto set thetax rate at $1.25
per $100 of property vaue
with 75 centsfor local mainte-
nance and 50 cents for a sink-
ing fund.

July 26: The U.S. Army
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$2,700 for the football field.

Aug. 28: The school board
sdls the school busto Kenne-
dale for $720.

Sept. 8: Forty-nine nations
sign the Japanese peace treaty
in San Francisco.

Sept. 20: Trusteesreceivea
petition from E.A. Roser
signed by 38 voters to hold a
bond dection to rase
$135,000 to build a school
house in the district. Trustees
set abond eection for Oct. 6.

Oct. 6: Votersdecideto is-
sue $135,000in bondsto build
anew school.

Oct. 15: “I LoveLucy” de-
buts on CBS.

m JD. Sdinger publishes
“The Catcher in the Rye.”

Nov. 16: Trustees vote to
sl the Colored School to
Brookland High School for the
best price possible. The board
also decides to buy a new 60-
passenger bus.

m “The African Queen,”
“A Streetcar Named Desire’
and “An American in Paris’
are hit movies.

1952

Jan. 16: The“Today” show
debuts on NBC. By the end of
the year 17 million people in
the United States have TVs.

m Odo, Norway, hosts the
Winter Olympics.

Jan. 29: Trusteeshire Stan-
ley Brown Architectural Firm
of Dallasto build anew school.

Feb. 8: Princess Elizabeth
takes the oath of ascension to
become queen of the British
Commonwedth. Her father,

King George VI passed away
6

dishandsthelastal-blackregi- Eqp

ment, the 24th Infantry, as
signed to the 25th Division in
Korea

Aug. 17: ThelmaJonesand
John Hudson are hired to teach
at the Colored Schoal.

Aug. 18: Annua cogt for
college tuition in the United
States is $1,800, the Associat-
ed Pressreports.

Aug. 23: Trustees vote to
buy 960 portable seats for

Feb. 14: The school board
buys the Foster land to build a
new school.

March 6. Trustees order a
plaque for the corner stone of
the new school building.

March 8 A mechanica
heart is placed in a patient for
the firgt time. The patient dies
three days later.

April 7: The school board
looksat aterationson plansfor

Mansfield High School majorettes in 1958

Mansfield High School band from 1955 or 1956

anew Negro School building.

April 9: Trustees canvass
votes and declare Jmmie
Lewis and Joe Patterson elect-
ed to the school board, defest-
ing incumbent G.H. Stewart
who had served on the school
board since 1940. lvan Coble
is chosen president and Joe
Stone is eected secretary of
the board.

April 17: The school board
is given citations and an in-
junction request by JW. Pat-
terson and othersto enjoin the
trustees to build the new
school on the selected ste.
Trustees hire the law firm of
Cantry, Hanger, Johnson,
Scarborough and Gooch to
represent the board.

m The firg Holiday Inn
opensin Memphis, Tenn.

May 8: Eighteen firms bid
to build the new school build-
ing. Theboard votesto givethe
contract to The Grimland Con-
sruction  Company  for
$116,339.

May 16: The school board
sdlects pearl brick from the
Acme Brick Company for the
new schoal building. Trustees
decideto construct a6-foot-tdll
steel-link fence aong the
school property.

May 28: Facing legd ac-
tion, the Mansfiedd school
board decides to begin con-
struction on two new schools.

June 24: Trustees put high
school principa WilliePigg on
12 months of sdary because
hisjob also includes assessing
taxes and taking the census.

m Helsnki, Finland, hosts
the Summer Olympics, where
the Soviet Union competes af-
ter not participating for 40
years.

July 29: The Mandfied
school board hiresW.O. Craw-
ford as principa of the grade
school, Julia Wrotenbery as a
teacher inthewhite school and
Bertrell Hallum asateacher in
the colored school.

Aug. 12: The City Council
votesto put city employeeson
Socia Security.

Aug. 26: Dave Wilson re-
signs from the Mansfidd
school board. Mrs. Dave Wil-
son was then hired as a lunch
room worker.

m Dallas gets its first pro-
fessond footbal team, the
Texans. The team folds the
same year after the owner is
unable to meet payroll and re-
turns the franchise to the Na
tional Football League.

Sept. 30: The white school
bus drivers are to be paid $90
per month to drive, grease and
wash the buses in Mansfield.
Drivers who don't want to
grease and wash the buses wil
earn $85 per month.

Oct. 28: Trustees gpprove
plans for a government addi-
tion to the new eementary
school.

Nov. 1: The United States
explodes the first thermonu-
clear bomb a Enewetak |Is
land.

Nov. 24: The Mansfield

school board agreesto crestea
band and buy instruments.
Trustees accept a $76,650 bid
from Ratcliff Construction
Company to build an addition
to the elementary school.

m Hit movies are “Singin’
intheRain” and “High Noon.”

m Ernest Hemingway pub-
lishes “The Old Man and the
Sea”

1953

Jan. 20: Dwight D. Eisen-
hower issworn in as president
of the United States, becoming
the first Texas-born president.

Jan. 27. The Mandfidd
school board buys six acres of
land for $350 per acre from
W.P. Swaim for the Thompson
Estateto build an athleticfield.

March 11: The schoal
board agrees to pay Mr. Pen-
dergrass an extra $25 per
month to make up for the clos-
ing of theG.1. Schoal. Trustees
alow churches to meset in the
school gym.

April 3: The first issue of
“TV Guide’ hits newsstands.

April 7. Trustees canvass
votes and declare Ira Gibson,
O.C. Rawdon and Horace
Howard as new school board
members. lvan Coble is ree-
lected president and E.J. Stone
is elected secretary of the
school board.

March 5: Soviet Unionrul-
er Josef Stelin diesat age 73.

April 28: Mansfidd trust-
ess invite the Webb school
trustees to meet to work out
plans so that Webb's above-
grade sudents can attend
Mansfield schools. The school
board agrees to pay head
coaches an $800 annual sup-
plement with athletic funds
and/or maintenance fees.

May 11:. A tornado kills
114 and injures 597 in Waco.

May 29: Edmund Hillary
and his Sherpa guide Tensing
Norgay become the first men
to climb Mount Everes, the
world's tallest mountain.

June 5: The Rio Grande
River completely driesup dur-
ing adrought.

June 30: The school board
decides to sl the west Col-
ored School andtoadd driver’'s
education to the high school’s
curriculum.

July 14: Mansfield trustees
agree to build at least a 200-
foot wakway a the Negro
School, sdl the old Negro
School and the old school bus.

July 17: Sdls Service Sta
tion opens a the corner of
Main and West Broad dtrests.
Thedationisdtill inoperation.

Aug. 26: Mansfield trustees
decide to charge high schoal
students $12.50 per month and
elementary students $7.50 per
month who have transferred
from their home didtrict and
then transfer back to their
home digtrict. The board sdlls
the old Colored School. Trust-
ess =l George Ballweg the
acreof land wherethe old Ger-
tie School stood for $100.

September: ErmaNash El-

ementary School opens for
first- through eghth-graders
with an enrollment of 440 stu-
dents and a staff of 15. The
school  will have football
teams, boys and girls basket-
ball teams, cheerleaders, apep
sguad, a band and majorettes.

Sept. 19: Trustees agree to
alow school busesto transport
athletic teams, bands and pep
squads to and from athletic
events.

Oct. 27: Trustees agree to
accept bids to build a pump
house and to construct one &f-
ter accepting the lowest bid.

Nov. 24: T.M. Moody, John
Lawson and others come be-
fore the Mandfiedd school
board to ask for additional
equipment, janitorial service
and other requests for the Ne-
gro School. Trustees agree to
some requests but say it isim-
possible to grant others.

m Texas golfer Ben Hogan
wins the U.S. Open, the U.S.
Masters and the British Open.

Dec. 29 Trustees make
plans to dedicate Erma Nash
Elementary School on Jan. 31,
1954, the 100th anniversary of
education in Texas.

m “TheRobe” “FromHere
to Eternity” and “Shane’ are
hit films.

1954

m Texas women get the
right to serve onjuries.

m Mandfield'sfirst housing
development on the east side,
Hillcrest Addition, beginscon-
struction. The developer re-
quested that 400 acres be an-
nexed into the city.

Jan. 26: John Hill meets
with the Mangfield schoal
board to seeabout constructing
an athletic field for night foot-
bal and basebal that could
also be used by the town base-
ball team.

Jan. 31: Inan officia dedi-
cation at 2:30 p.m., the school
board officidly namesthe ele-
mentary school for Erma
Nash, who taught and served
as an dementary principa
from 1924-1963.

Feb. 23: Trustees dlow the
Baptist congregation to meet
intheschool whileitschurchis
being congtructed.

March: Erma Nash do-
nates $100 to plant 73 ever-
green trees at her namesake
school. The PTA donates a
Miracle-Whirl, ametal merry-
go-round for the playground.

April 6: Trustees canvass
votes and declare O.M. Wil-
shireand Hubert Beard elected
to the school board.

April 7: Joe Petterson is
elected president and Ira Gib-
son is chosen secretary of the
school board.

m Hit movies are “On the
Waterfront” and “Rear Win-
dow.”

May 17: The United States
Supreme Court decides in
Brown v. Board of Education
that separate but equa facili-
ties violated the Fourteenth
Amendment.
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May 25: C.J. Praterishired
as the city’s first police chief.
He serves until June 1. Lois
Stricklinishired July 14, 1955,
but only serves until Aug. 13,
1955. Jmmy Clardy serves
from Aug. 26, 1955, until Sept.
1, 1955. Low sdary and re-
quiringthechief tousehisown
car keep turnover high.

June 8: The fine for not
having a driver's license was
raised from $5 to $10.

m JR.R. Tolkien publishes
“The Fellowship of the Ring.”

June 29: School board
presdent Joe Petterson ap-
points a committee to see
about remodeling the teacher-
age for band and music.

m In Hernandez v. State of
Texas, the United States Su-
preme Court recognized Mex-
ican Americans as a group
whoserightshad been violated
by Jim Crow laws.

July 5. Nineteen-year-old
Elvis Predey records “That's
All Right, Mama’ at Sun Stu-
diosin Memphis.

Aug. 13: T.M. Moody, John
Lawson and Mark Moody go
before the board. Trusteespass
a resolution that the colored
they must put any presenta-
tions in writing and present
them during a school board
meeting.

Aug. 19: Glenn Harmon is
hired as a teacher in the de-
mentary school. Trustees vote
to buy an acre of land near the
athletic field from W.P. Swaim
for $950to useasaparkinglot.

Sept. 7. School opens in
Mansfield.

Oct. 26: High school stu-
dents ask to have a party and
after-party dance in connec-
tion with the homecoming
football game. Trustees took
no action.

Nov. 30: The school board
decidesthat studentswho mar-
ry must drop out of school but
will be allowed to be readmit-
ted if they bring their parents
before the administration.
Trugtees rule that if females
become pregnant they must
drop out of school.

Dec. 2: The Senate votesto
censure Sen. Joseph McCarthy
of Wisconsin, who started the
witch hunt for Communistsin
America

1955

m Polio shots are given in
schools for thefirst time.

Jan. 25: Trusteesvoteto d-
low the school board president
and secretary to sign notes for
short-term loans to pay for
school operating expenses.

March 29 The Future
Farmersof Americahold afa
ther-son banquet in the school
gymnasium.

April 5: School trustees
canvass votes and declare JR.
Lewisand Billie Arbor as new
members of the school board.
O.C. Rawdon is chosen presi-
dent and Ira Gibson is elected
secretary of the board.

April 5: WA. “Bud” Hd-
bert becomes mayor of Mans-
field.

April 12: Jonas Sak an-
nouncesthat he hasproduced a
vaccine for polio.

April 25 Trustees vote to
set the school tax at $1.25 per
$100 of property vduewith 75
cents to go for maintenance
and 50 cents for bonds.

June 23: Amon G. Carter
Sr., longtime publisher of the
Sar-Telegram, dies at age 75
after aseries of heart attacks.

June28: Mansfieldto build
al-weather combination bas-
ketball courts, tennis courts
and volleyball courtsonthed-
ementary ground and at least
one tennis court a the high
school. Trustees also decideto
hire Centrd Texas Iron Works
of Waco to build a permanent
grandstand for 1,050 people
for $7,250 on the athletic fidld.

July 17: Disneyland opens
in Anaheim, Cdlif.

July 26: T.M. Moody and
otherspresent the school board
with a petition to immediately
end segregation in the Mans-
field Public Schools. Trustees
vote to continue segregation
for the school year. A commit-
tee is gppointed to study bus-

.m'
I
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Erma Nash Elementary School in 1953

ing colored high school stu-
dents to Fort Worth. Willie
Brown is hired to teach in the
Colored Schoal.

Aug. 22: Mandfield trustees
discussending segregationand
the possihility that it could be
worked out in the future.

Sept. 27: The school board
learns that a record number of
students - 285 - have enrolled
in the high school. The Segre-
gation Committee reports that
theblack studentswho ridethe
busto school in Fort Worth sel-
dom miss the bus.

Sept. 30: Actor James
Dean, 24, dies after crashing
his Porsche Spyder into atele-
phone pole.

Oct. 8 Trustees discuss
what they should do after the
Sar-Telegram reports that the
school board, superintendent
and digtrict have been sued by
three negro students who
sought enrollment in the
Mansfield district but were de-
nied because they are black.
They discuss hiring an attor-
ney to represent them.

Oct. 25: The school board
decides to alow the Civil De-
fenseto usethe pressbox at the
athleticfield asalookout tower
and to ingtall atelephone.

Nov. 8: Trusteesvoteto no-
tify T.M. Moody that he will
no longer bealowed to usethe
well onthegroundsof the Col-
ored School, toremovehiswa-
ter pipe from the grounds and
to send him awater hill.

Nov. 22: The school board
looksinto hiring house movers
to move two buildings from
Carswell Air Force Base that
had been assgned to the
school didtrict.

Nov. 29: Tom Beard buysa
house on the high school cam-
pus for $128 and agrees to
moveit off the grounds.

m Hit films are “Rebe
Without a Cause” “East of
Eden” and “Marty.”

Dec. 1: Rosa Parks, 43, re-
fuses to give up her seat on a
bus in Montgomery, Ala., and
is arested. She is fined $10
and sparks a boycott of the
buses. In November 1956, the
Supreme Court rules that bus

segregation isillegal.

1956

Jan. 31: The school board
decidesto buy two new buses.

m Cortina d’ Ampezzo, It
ly, hosts the Winter Olympics.

March 27: Trusteesdiscuss
the segregation problem.

m Federal minimum wage
goes up to $1 per hour.

April 7. O.C. Rawdon,
Hary Blissard and Meélvin
Meeksaredectedtotheschool
board.

m Hit movies are “The
King and I,” “Giant” and
“Around the World in 80
Days.”

April 10: O.C. Rawdon is
chosen president and Billy Ar-
ber is elected secretary of the
school board.

April 19: Actress Grace
Kely marries Prince Rainier
Il of Monaco.

April 24: Trustees agree to
pay the head football coach a
$1,000 dipend per year as a
supplement to hissalary if nec-
essary. They also accept apair
of Quonset hutsfrom Carswell
Air Force Base for the field
house at the football field.

May 8: Trustees hear accu-

sations from homemaking
teacher Ruth Schley against
homemaking teacher Dorothy
Gibson, but do not take action.

May 21: The United States
tests the first aeriad hydrogen
bomb over Bikini Idand.

May 29: The school
board’s segregation committee
discusses the issue with the
board and plans are discussed.

June 11: Mansfield hires
M.L. Kittrell as the new head
football coach for $4,900 and
names James Coble as line
coach with an $833 supple-
ment to his saary. Trustees
vote to charge $16 per month
to elementary transfer students
and $20 per month to high
school transfer students.

m Mdbourne, Audtrdia,
hosts the Summer Olympics.

m Mansfied purchases its
first police car, a 1956 Chev-
rolet four-door sedan, for
$1,542.

June 26; Thurman Van
Sickleis hired as head basket-
bal coach and assistant foot-
bal coach in Mansfield.

July 31: Bertrell Hallumre-
signs as principa of the Cal-
ored School; W.O. Crawford
resigns as principa of Erma
Nash Elementary School. The
school board requires students
in first through fifth grades to
be vaccinated for smallpox be-
fore starting school, and stu-
dents in firg through 12th
grade be vaccinated before
starting school in 1957-1958.
A group including aStar-Tele-
gram reporter meets with the
school board to discuss deseg-
regation.

m After not having aschool
band for a long period, the
school board hires Sally Pierce
to teach students music start-
ing in the fifth grade. Later
band uniforms are acquired
from Lamesa, which had old
uniformsfor salefor $100. The
band club lets people pay to
put their birthdays on a calen-
dar and sdlIs the calendars.

Aug. 30-31: Anangry mob
fooms a Mansfiedd High
School to prevent three black
students from attending. Effi-
giesof the students are hanged
at the school. Gov. Allan Shiv-
ers sends in Texas Rangers to
keep the black students out.

m TheMansfield PublicLi-
brary has to move out of Me-
moria Hal at the corner of
Main and Broad streets when
the building is torn down.
When the new City Hal is
built on the same gte, the li-
brary moves in and becomes
part of the city budget. Thesite
was originaly the location of
the grist mill started by Ralph
Man and Julian Feild to start
the town.

Sept. 9 Elvis Predey
makes his first appearance on
Ed Sullivan’'s “Toast of the
Town.”

Oct. 30: The Mandfied
school board votes to set the
tax rate at $1.25 per $100 of
property value with 95 cents
for maintenance fee and 30
cents for the sinking fund.

1957

m Kowbell Rodeo openson
North Main Street in Mans-
field. The indoor rodeo will
run for the next 47 years.

Jan. 21: Dwight D. Eisen-
hower issworn in as president
of the United States for a sec-

ond term.

Jan. 28. Six women ap-
proach the school board about
the dress code a Erma Nash
Elementary School.

Feb. 26: Mansfield trustees
want to increase the Negro
School from an elementary
school to a junior high if ap-
proved by the County School
Board. Superintendent R.L.
Huffman is asked to look into
building a lunchroom at the
Negro School.

March 26: Bill Swaim of-

m Fire phones areingtdled
in the homes of the city’s 13
firefighters.

Jan. 13: School trustees
vote to pay $825 to raise the
stage at Erma Nash Elementa
ry by at least 18 inches and to
spend $4,750 to build alunch-
room at the Colored Schoal.

m The cost for afirst-class
postage stamp goes up apenny
to 4 cents.

Feb. 2: A rodeo from the
62nd Southwestern Exposition
and Fat Stock Show in Fort

fersto sl 3% acresof land and Worth is broadcast on NBC,

a shop building adjoining the
school grounds to the ditrict.

April 2: Roland A. Turck
becomes mayor of Mandfield.

April 11: Trustees canvass
votes and declare O.M. Wil-
shire and Hubert Beard ree-
lected to the school board. O.
C. Rawdon isre-elected presi-
dentandB.J. Arberisredlected
secretary of the board.

April 30: Milford Briscoe,
Ira Briscoe and Billy Bennett
ask the school board to usethe
Negro School to hold church
services while their church is
under construction.

May 28. Trustees decide
not to enroll non-teacher per-
sonnel for Socia Security.

June 25: Janet Brocket re-
signs. School trustees table
plansto congtruct alunchroom
a the Colored School.

July 6: Althea Gibson be-
comesthefirst black personto
win a Wimbledon. She wins
the singles and doubles.

July 25: The school board
finds out that the spare Ford
school bus is not worth more
than $70 and donates it to the
Mansfield Volunteer Fire De-
partment. The district decides
to set up a generd bookkeep-
ing system.

Aug. 6: Louise Cabanissis
hired to teach in the digtrict.

Aug. 13: Trustees unani-
moudy pass a resolution that
the digtrict cannot afford to vi-
olate the provisions of House
Bill No. 65, which takes effect
Aug. 22. The bill alowed
school districts to hold elec-
tionsto determineif they want
adual system of integrated and
desegregated schoals.

Aug. 27: Thedigtrict hiresa
janitor for the Colored School.

Sept. 3: School opens in
Mangfidd.

Sept. 24: Trusteeshire Fred
Baumgardner as band and mu-
sic director, decideto purchase
a piano and alocate $600 for
shop equipment.

Sept. 24: The Little Rock
Nine integrate the Arkansas
high school. President Eisen-
hower sends troops after Gov.
Orva Faubus defies the feder-
al order to integrate.

m Ford introduces the Ed-
s&l, named after founder Henry
Ford's son. The car is discon-
tinued two years later.

Oct. 4: The Soviet Union
launches Sputnik, thefirst arti-
ficia saellite.

m \Wham-O begins produc-
ing the Frisbee.

1958

starring Roy Rogers, Dale Ev-
ans and Gabby Hayes.

Feb. 25. The girls basket-
ball team wins a playoff game
for the Didtrict 11A champion-
ship. The team went on to be
the bi-district champions.

m The Brooklyn Dodgers
and New York Giants moveto
Cdifornia.

March 24: ElvisPredey is
inducted into the U.S. Army.

March 25: The homemak-
ing class makes dinner for
school board members before
their meeting. The district re-
ceives a gift from the federa
government of 65 acresof land
east of town on the McKnight
farmfor vocationd agriculture
purposes.

m “Cat onaHot Tin Roof,”
“Vertigo” and “Gigi” are hit
movies.

April 5. B.J. Arber and
A.E. Coble are elected to the
Mansfield school board.

April 11: Texan Van Cli-
burn, 23, wins the Tchaikov-
sky International Piano Com-
petition.

April 22: O.C. Rawdon is
chosen president and B.J. Ar-
ber is elected secretary of the
school board.

m Wham-O darts sdling
the HulaHoop for $1.98 each.

May 27: The school board
decides that there will be no
Wednesday night baseball,
school playsor other activities
on Wednesday nights.

m Truman Capote publish-
es “Breakfast at Tiffany’s.”

June 2: Alex Crowder is
chosen asthe new girlsbasket-
ball coach at Mansfield High.

June 28: The Mackinac
Bridge, the world's longest
suspension bridge a 8,614
feet, opens, linking Michigan’s
upper and lower peninsulas.

July 8 Trustees vote to
build afield house at the athl et-
icfied.

July 22: The school board
agrees to a contract with Dr.
Percy Cook to build abusbarn.

July 29: Trustees &t a tax
rate of $1.25 per $100 of prop-
erty vaue with $1 for mainte-
nance and 25 cents for the
sinking fund.

Aug. 8. The school board
decides to pay $10,300 to
Owen Metcdf to build afidd
house.

Aug. 26: The digtrict de-
cidestospend$1,000tobuilda
12-foot x 24-foot concession
stand asan additiononthefield
house.

Sept. 8: The City Council
changes the name of Water

Street to Main Strest.

Sept. 29: The U.S. Su-
preme Court rules unanimous-
ly that schools in Little Rock,
Ark., must integrate.

1959
Jan. 3; Alaska enters the

| union as the 49th state.

January: Berry Gordy Jr.

1 forms Motown.

Feb. 3: SingersBuddy Hal-
ly,JP.“TheBigBopper’ Rich-
ardson and Ritchie Valens die
in a plane crash near Mason
City, lowa. In 1971, Don
McLean will immortalize “the
day the music died” in his
song, “American Pie”

Feb. 24: School trustees
vote to help the Negro School
with finances for the lunch-
room. Trusteesalso approvean
overnight trip for the band to
Round Rock, provided two or
three band mothers and the
band instructor’s wife go.

March 9: Mattel’'s Barbie
doll isborn, selling for $2.50.

March 17: Willie Brown,
principal of theMansfield Col-
ored School, dies.

April 7: After canvassng
the votes, trustees declare Ira
Kimbrough, Forrest Bratton
and M.M. Meeks are new
members of the school board.
B.J. Arber is chosen president
and O.M. Wilshire is elected
secretary of the board.

April 9: The first seven
U.S. astronauts are chosen by
NASA.

May 4. The first Grammy
Awardsareheld with EllaFitz-
geradld and Henry Mancini
esch winning two awards.
“The Chipmunk Song” aso
winstwo awards.

June 19: A committee
made up of HenceMyles, Mat-
tie May Kirby, W. Killings-
worth, McLendon Moody and
Lee Elhicks appeared before
the school board to discussthe
Colored School and teaching
personndl. The district repays
the Mansfield Chamber of
Commerce $700 for lights at
the athletic field.

July 30: Trustees vote to
start school Sept. 8, take two
daysoff for Thanksgiving, two
daysfor Easter and oneday for
the Stock Show.

Aug. 20: Theopolis Menni-
feeresigns and G.C. Chatham
is chosen as principa of the
Negro School. Hence Myles,
Rev. F Pilot, JF Lawson,
Robert Howard and Royston
Bennett ask the school board if
the Negro School could get
screenson thelunchroom win-
dows and if the school could
teach shop, homemaking and
typing. Trustees say they will
consider it.

m Fort Worth schools are
desegregated after two fami-
liesfile suit. A court rules that
the schoolsareto beintegrated
grade by grade.

Aug. 21: Hawaii entersthe
union as the 50th State.

Sept. 29: Erma Nash is
granted a leave of absence for
therest of the school year with-
out pay after breaking both of
her hips. Trusteesdeny Friend-
ship Baptist Church the use of
ErmaNash Elementary to hold
services.

m Hitfilmsare” SomeLike
It Hot” and “Ben-Hur.”

Oct. 27: Schoal trustee Ira
Kimbrough resignsafter learn-
ing that he does not reside in
the digtrict.

Nov. 10: The school board
decidesto turn the high school
into ajunior high building and
to construct a new senior high
school. Trustees decide to in-
vite the school boards from
Rendon, Bludworth and Webb
to discussit.

Dec. 26: The digtrict de-
cidesto pay Bill Swaim $2,500
for land near bus barn. Two
teachers are reported to have
been smoking at the grade
school.

Sources. “ The History of Mansfield, Texas Mid 1800-1965" by the Mansfield Historical
Society; Texas Almanac; Mansfield Independent School District school board minutes; Bartle-
by.com; National Geographic News, infoplease.com; state master.com; encyclopedia-titan-
ica.org; firstworldwar.com; archives.gov; sciencedaily.com; utexas.edu; history.com; absolu-
teastronomy.com; Sar-Telegram archives; city archives; City of Mansfield election register;
Texas Sate Library and Archives;, www.wsu.edu: Brief Timeline of American Literature, Music
and Movies; factmonster.com; Lone Sar College - Kingwood; World Book Encyclopedia
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